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SUBJECT: PANAMANIAN NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS 

SUMMARY: FOUR DAYS OF PANAMA'S NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS 
PASSED QUIETLY WITHOUT INCIDENT INVOLVING U.S. EMPHASIS 
WAS ON PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL UNITY; CANAL ISSUE APPEARED 

NATURALLY, BUT WAS NOT EMPHASIZED. END SUMMARY. 

1. NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS THIS YEAR, AS USUAL, WERE 
SERIES OE EVENTS SPREAD OVER EOUR DAYS. NOVEMBER 1 WAS 
CELEBRATED AS NATIONAL CHILDREN'S DAY, WHEN HONORED STUDENTS 
FROM SCHOOLS IN PANAMA AND OTHER CITIES SYMBOLICALLY 
ASSUMED GOVERNMENT AND HELD MOCK SESSIONS OF CITY 
COUNCILS. NOVEMBER 2 IS PANAMANIAN MEMORIAL DAY, AS WELL 
AS ALL SOUTH DAY. ON NOVEMBER 3, 72ND ANNIVERSARY OE 
PANAMA'S DECLARATION OE INDEPENDENCE EROM COLOMBIA IN 1903 
WAS CELEBRATED BY RALLY AND PARADE, SPECIAL TE DEUM, AND 
CEREMONIAL COMMEMORATIVE SESSION OE PANAMA CITY COUNCIL. 
NOVEMBER 4, ELAG DAY, BROUGHT FLAG-RA SING CEREMONY 
FOLLOWED BY HOURS OE PARADE IN PANAMA AND OTHER CITIES. 

IN ADDITION, NOVEMBER 5 IS HOLIDAY IN COLON COMMEMO- 
RATING DEPARTURE OF LAST COLOMBIAN TROOPS FROM THAT CITY 
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2. PUBLIC EVENTS APPEARED TO DRAW CONSIDERABLE 
RESPONSE AND FAIR 

AMOUNT OF GENUINE POPULAR ENTHUSIASM. 

STATEMENTS BY NOTABLES STRESSED PATRIOTISM, LOVE OE 
COUNTRY, NATIONAL UNITY, ETC. CANAL ISSUE, VERY 
NATURALLY, WAS MENTIONED BUT NOT STRESSED. U.S. ROLE 
IN PANAMANIAN INDEPENDENCE, UNDERSTANDABLY, WAS VIR- 
TUALLY UNMENTIONED. THERE WAS NO EFEORT MADE TO SHIP 
UP PATRIOTIC EERVOR INTO ANTI-AMERICAN OR ANTI-CANAL 
ZONE EEELING. 

3. PRESS COVERAGE HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIAL (PAPERS WERE 

NOT PUBLISHED ON NOVEMBER 3), AND HAS EOLLOWED ROUGHLY 
SAME LINES AS ABOVE. 

4. ONLY SOUR NOTE, WE UNDERSTAND, OCCURRED DURING 

ELAG DAY PARADE NOVEMBER 4. STUDENTS EROM ALL SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS IN PANAMA CITY, PARTICULARLY DRUM AND BUGLE 
CORPS, HAVE BEEN PRACTICING NOISILY FOR THIS PARADE 
EOR MONTHS. DURING PARADE, HOWEVER, INSTITUTO NA- 
CIONAL (PANAMA'S MOST PRESTIGIOUS SECONDARY SCHOOL, 

AND CENTER OF STRENGTH OE RELATIVELY RADICAL STUDENT 
MOVEMENT EER) MUSTERED VIRTUALLY ITS ENTIRE STUDENT 
BODY, SEVERAL THOUSAND STRONG, TO CARRY BANNERS BEARING 
SLOGANS RATHER UNCOMPLIMENTARY TO GOVERNMENT. THIS 
APPEARED IN LIVE COVERAGE ON PANAMANIAN TV, BUT HAS 
BEEN IGNORED BY PRESS. EMBASSY RECEIVED REPORTS THAT 
STUDENTS PLANNED SOME SORT OE DEMONSTRATION, EITHER 
AT EMBASSY OR CANAL ZONE, AFTER PARADE; NOTHING OE 
THIS SORT MATERIALIZED. 

5. COMMENT: SERIES OE NATIONAL HOLIDAYS APPEARS TO 

HAVE EVOKED AS MUCH, IE NOT MORE POPULAR 
ENTHUSIASM 

THAN THE BETTER-PROMOTED REVOLUTION DAY OCTOBER II. 
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AS NATIONAL AND PATRIOTIC HOLIDAY OF LONO STANDING, 

THIS IS ONLY NATURAL. IN TERMS OE U.S.-PANAMA 
RELATIONS, HOLIDAY'S MAIN SIGNIFICANCE WAS 
THAT NEITHER GOVERNMENT NOR RADICAL ELEMENTS OUT- 
SIDE IT CHOSE TO USE OCCASION FOR MAJOR STATEMENTS 
AND/OR ACT ON RELATING TO U.S. OR TO CANAL ISSUE. 

END COMMENT. 
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